The Popish Plot
White Horse, it was a matter that could easily have been
proved in the trials, and that would have damaged Gates,
but it was apparently never challenged at the time* It may
be that Gates was as right about that matter as he was about
Coleman, or there may have been two consults.
Godfrey, as I have said, was a broad-minded man. He
did not execute the penal statutes against dissenters with any
strictness, and he "was not apt to search for priests or Mass
houses." Now Coleman used to visit Godfrey under the
assumed name of Clarke, and appears to have met him at the
house of a mutual friend, Mr Welden, and heard of the danger
he was in. In this way Coleman was able to destroy his papers
and to warn his friends that their conspiracy was known.
Godfrey's position was a very difficult one. He had no
doubt the story of the plot was mainly true. He did not
wish to see his friend Coleman get into trouble. On the
other hand, once he had spoken to Coleman about Oates's
narrative, Coleman would tell his friends, and among the
left-wing plotters he would be a marked man.
The position was much like that of the unhappy troubles
in Ireland in our own time. There were constitutional
workers for the Catholic cause, there were non-physical
force rebels, and there was a murder gang, and the three
parties were bound together by invisible bonds. A well-
meaning man like Godfrey, trying to keep the peace between
these allies and their bigoted, terror-stricken Protestant
enemies, knew well enough that he was running great risks.
And that after taking Oates's deposition, and being the
one man outside the Council who knew the evidence against
the plotters, Godfrey moved about in fear of his life, there
seems ample evidence. He told his friends that he would
be the first martyr, and that probably he would be knocked
on the head, and many who saw him spoke of his troubled
aspect. Meanwhile, a warrant was issued for Coleman's
arrest on the night of Sunday, September 29th, and on
Monday he gave himself up.
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